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August 2026 Weather Update

An El Nifio Advisory remains in effect and the Climate
Prediction Center (CPC) stated E! Nifio would continue and
strengthen through the end of the year with a 97% chance it
would persist through early spring 2027 in their luly 9, 2026
diagnostic discussion. Figure 1 below shows the transition from
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Figure 2: Nifio regions.
sea surface tempera-

tures in the Nifio 3.4 region. The red line is the dynamic average
and the green is the statistical average. A peak between the
two of those would be around 2.5°C. The three strongest El
Nifio’s on record peaked between 2 and 2.5°C. Keep that in
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Figure 4: Typical El Nifio pattern across U.S. stream shifted south-
ward across the southern tier of the U.S. which should help

increase rain and snow chances.

Temperatures continued to run warm in July with all
sites reporting above the normal average temperatures which
ranged from 0.4°F warmer at Brownfield to 3.7°F warmer at

| Plains NWS. Warmer
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Figure 5: NOAA seasonal temperature outlook.
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Figure 6: NOAA seasonal precipitation outlook. the back.) August’s
forecast remains slightly below average while the seasonal pre-

cipitation outlook (Figure 6) keeps the area in equal chances at
below or above. Low precipitation and high temperatures are
the result of a dominate upper level high pressure that has re-
mained over the southwestern U.S. Models do indicate a slight
shift to the east next week, but then it will return to the south-
west for the remainder of the month.

The U.S. Drought Monitor map of Texas is very similar
to last month across the majority of the state with the excep-
tion of the Panhandle. The Panhandle saw the area of extreme
drought increase as well as a small area of exceptional drought
form in Gray and Carson counties. The southeast portion of
Yoakum County decreased from moderate drought to abnor-
mally dry with the remained of the county remaining in moder-
ate drought. (Full August 4, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor map on
the back.)




2026 July Area Rainfall Totals (Inches) vs. Normal
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Texas

August 4, 2026

(Released Thursday, Aug. 6, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT
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The Drought Monttos fociises on broad-scale condtions
Locai conditions may vary For more information on the
Droughi Manitor. go to nttps:/droughtmonttor.unl. edu/d bout. aspx
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