OCTOBER 2026 DROUGHT & RAINFALL REPORT FOR BOARD
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2025 vs 2026 Drought Map Comparison
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October 2026 Weather Update

An El Nifio Advisory remains in effect and the Climate
Prediction Center (CPC) stated El Nifio continues to strengthen,
with a strong-to-very strong El Nifio likely January-March 2027
(remaining greater than an 83% chance). The current Nifio re-
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drought. Yoakum County saw a decrease from severe to moder-
ate drought which is also true for the majority of the surround-
ing counties. {Full October 6, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor map
on the back.)

Temperatures in September continued to be signifi-
cantly warmer than normal. All sites reported above the nor-
mal average which ranged from 6.9°F warmer at Denver City to
9.4°F warmer at Plains NWS. (Figure 4) A new high record tem-
perature was set on September 12 at Midland, Lubbock and
Amarillo. Lubbock had a high of 102°F which broke the old rec-

Figure 1: Average relative sea surface temperature {SST) anomalies across
Pacific Ocean from 09/06/26—10/03/26.

gions (Figure 2) weekly
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Figure 2: Nifio regions. anomaly is forecasted to

peak in December at approximately 3.7°C. This would be the
highest observation since recording began and surpass the pre-
vious record of 2.6°C in November 2015-January 2016. North
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Figure 4: 2026 September average area temperatures compared to the normal.

ord of 100°F from 1930. The NOAA seasonal temperature out-
look is beginning to show the trend of El Nifio with warmer
temperatures forecasted across the northern portion of the
U.S. (Figure 5)
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Precipita-

tion was above nor-
mal at all the sites in
September with the
exception of Semi-
nole. Rainfall re-
ceived ranged from
| 7.69 inches at Mor-

ton NWS to 0.85

Figure 5: NOAA seasonal temperature outlook. inches at Seminole.

Figure 3: Daily SST at Nifio 3.4 for years 1981-2026. Gray lines represent data
from 1981-2024. Red represents 2026 and orange 2025.

America has already begun to see affects of El Nifio with a de-
crease in Atlantic Basin hurricanes and an increase of Pacific
Basin hurricanes. Our pattern has also shifted with the break
down of the southwestern high pressure that plagued the ma-
jority of the summer keeping us warm and dry.

September rains did bring some minor relief to west
Texas and the Panhandle; however, the U.S. Drought Montior
still has the majority of Texas in a severe to exceptional

, Seasonalg?%gg%zsomlook \Q (Full chart is on the
iy —yrhes back.) Similar to the
seasonal tempera-
ture outlook the sea-
sonal  precipitation
outlook is showing
the trend of El Nifio
with above average
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Figure 6: NOAA seasonal precipitation outlook.
southern tier of the

U.S. (Figure 6)




2026 September Area Rainfall Totals (Inches) vs. Normal
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The Drought Monitor fociises on droad-scale condiions.
Local conditions may wary. For more inforrmation on the
Orought Moo, go to Mips #droughimornitor.unt. edw/About aspx
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